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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE 29th IFUW CONFERENCE 
Manchester, England - 10-16 August 2007
STATUS OF WOMEN, EQUALITY AND WORK

1) WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP AND DECISION-MAKING POSITIONS

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

1. that national federations and associations (NFAs) urge their governments to develop strategies to increase the participation of women in leadership and decision making positions in all sectors of society; and

2. that IFUW advises NFAs to stress to their governments that applying gender budgeting, fiscal policies and targets are useful instruments within these strategies.

Plan of Action:

1. NFAs to raise awareness of and promote the policy that men and women should join together as allies and create a political will to enhance the participation of women in decision-making and accommodate women's commitment to diversity, pluralism and democracy;

2. NFAs to promote political training at all levels and education in good governance, and develop campaigns for voting for women in elections and in leadership positions;

3. NFAs to promote support for women's organizations and women entrepreneurs in recognition that women are agents for change and development; and

4. NFAs to promote access to development in the area of information and communication technology to create business and employment opportunities and to facilitate networking. 

2) A HIGH-LEVEL WOMEN’S AGENCY FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

1. that IFUW strongly urge the United Nations (U.N.) to establish and maintain a high-level agency for women headed by a woman Under-Secretary-General, with regular sustainable funding, and with the resources and mandate to initiate and operate programmes at the country level; and

2. that the national federations and associations (NFAs) encourage their own governments to support this high-level agency for women.

Plan of Action:

1. IFUW to monitor developments in and promote the establishment of a high-level women’s agency in the United Nations;
2. NFAs to urge their governments to support a high-level women’s agency; 

3. NFAs to promote firm support of such an agency in their countries by raising public awareness of the need for such an agency and by joining women’s networks to strengthen the voices of women in achieving this goal; and

4. NFAs to continue to stress the need for women to be included in decision-making roles.  

3) RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND WOMEN’S HEALTH

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves: 

that NFAs urge their governments to

1. follow the principles of good health promotion when formulating and implementing health policies with reference to the Beijing Plan for Action; and,

2. refrain from imposing any restrictions on good health practices that would adversely affect women's health whilst being respectful of the individual woman’s religious beliefs.

Plan of Action:

NFAs to contact and urge appropriate government levels to:

1. practice good health promotion in all health issues;

2. reinforce health promotion campaigns to deter pandemic disease, especially with regard to HIV/AIDS and venereal diseases;

3. grant free access to analysis for detecting HIV/AIDS infection;

4. promote access to medication for sick persons;

5. educate the population as to how infection is passed to lessen discrimination of people infected with HIV/AIDS and venereal diseases; and,

6. fund campaigns on the use of condoms to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and venereal diseases.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

4) COMMITMENT TO THE UNITED NATIONS MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS)

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

that national federations and associations (NFAs) urge their respective governments to establish and/or uphold their specific commitments to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) thus ensuring that all targets are reached by 2015, in particular by:

1. delivering promised aid; 

2. ensuring that any country receiving aid is involved in decisions as to its planning and delivery;

3. calling for global partnership in development; and

4. ensuring implementation of partnerships based on collective responsibility and, in particular, the participation of women as beneficiaries and agents.

Plan of Action

1. NFAs of economically advanced countries to take immediate action to ensure that promised aid is delivered and/or that targets are established.

2. NFAs to support the establishment of global partnerships in development.

3. NFAs to review the commitment made by their respective country to meet the MDGs.

4. NFAs to take steps to promote the participation of women at the decision making level in the planning and delivery of aid. 

POPULATION AND HEALTH

5) WOMEN'S ROLE IN DISEASE PREVENTION

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves: 

1. to direct the IFUW Board of Officers to advocate through its Representatives to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),  the United Nations Economic and Social Council  (ECOSOC), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) that priority be given to programmes which develop women's knowledge of health and hygiene, and their capacity to influence behaviour in their families and communities; 

2. to recommend to national federations and associations (NFAs) that they advocate to their governments to fund programmes which will ensure that women and girls are comprehensively educated in all facets of health, hygiene and disease prevention; and

3. to recommend to NFAs that they advocate to their governments to enact a legislative framework that protects women's autonomous control of their health.

Plan of Action

1. IFUW to seek information from NFAs about existing programmes in their own countries, including those on education in fundamental principles and the practice of good hygiene, safe sex, safe preparation of food and drinking water, living quarters separate from animals, access to bed nets and, where possible, cessation of burning of dung.

2. IFUW to circulate information on successful programmes.

3. IFUW to invite qualified members to volunteer to be part of a study group in order to compare existing legislation across national jurisdictions with regard to all aspects of women's health. Results of the study to be circulated. 

4. NFAs to pay particular attention to, and widely disseminate, reports from IFUW's Representatives to UNESCO and to WHO, as published through IFUW networks. 

PEACE

6) 2PREVENTION OF ARMAMENTS CONTAINING DEPLETED URANIUM: A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

1. that the IFUW Board of Officers urge the appropriate United Nations bodies to establish an independent international investigation to establish definitively the short and long-term effects of depleted uranium on human populations and the environment; and,

2. that national federations and associations (NFAs) advocate that their respective governments, pending the outcome of such an investigation, prohibit their armed forces from using weaponry containing depleted uranium, and take action in the U.N. to have the use of depleted uranium in armaments declared illegal under the international laws of war and hence liable to prosecution in the International Criminal Court.

Plan of Action

1. IFUW Board of Officers to make the necessary interventions as soon as possible to the U.N. Human Rights Council, the U.N. Commission on Disarmament and any other appropriate bodies.

2. NFAs to investigate the existing policies and practices of their respective governments on the use of depleted uranium in armaments in order to convey the substantive intent of part 2 of the motion in appropriate terms. Follow-up letters to be sent if no response has been received within two months of the first approach, or if the response is unsatisfactory.

3. NFAs to report responses to IFUW and this material to be publicized through the advocacy network.
7) NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND AVERTING THE WEAPONIZATION OF SPACE

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

that national federations and associations (NFAs) urge their respective governments to:

1. support non-proliferation and disarmament of nuclear weapons;

2. collaborate with the international community to ensure that nuclear arms reduction is a primary focus; and

3. exercise all possible means to avert the weaponization of space.

Plan of Action

1. NFAs must make it a priority to:

· develop a knowledge and understanding of the issues and facts;

· establish dialogue with women’s groups in their immediate communities, their countries and internationally to achieve the commitment of citizens to these policies since it is this that is essential if governments are to take effective action.

2. NFAs to urge their respective governments to continue to support nuclear non-proliferation disarmament.

3. NFAs to urge their respective government to collaborate with the international community to ensure that nuclear arms reduction is a priority.

4. NFAs to urge their respective governments to exercise all possible means to avert the weaponization of space.

8) UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

that IFUW, through its representatives at the United Nations, argue 

1. that increased training in sensitivity to gender issues and to women’s and children’s rights be given to all U.N. peacekeeping personnel; and,

2. that implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325 be strictly enforced, particularly with regard to its directions giving women an enhanced role in peacekeeping contingents.

Plan of Action

NFAs to monitor progress throughout IFUW relating to their governments’ reaction to advocacy efforts related to peacekeeping personnel and implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325 with regard to its directions giving women an enhanced role in peacekeeping contingents.

ENVIRONMENT

9) REMEDYING ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE OF MILITARY ACTIVITIES

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

1. that IFUW and NFAs advocate for the inclusion of a gender perspective in assessing aspects of environmental damage related to military activities;

2. that IFUW call upon national federations and associations (NFAs) to urge their respective governments to institute policies and practices to remedy the impact of environmental damage related to military activities;  and

3. that such policies and practices be applied both within their own national territory and, subject to the consent of the relevant national government, in nations where they have been involved in military activity.

Plan of Action

1. NFAs to recognize the impact of military activities on the environment and urge their respective governments to take action to remedy these consequences;

2. NFAs to urge their governments to adopt policies and to provide the necessary resources to remedy and work to ameliorate environmental damage related to military activities; 

3. NFAs to make special efforts to develop awareness around the impact of military activities on the environment as it applies to their country and, in particular, how these activities impact women and children; and,

4. IFUW representatives to the United Nations to present this resolution at meetings with relevant U.N. commissions.

10) GLOBAL WARMING

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:


1. to direct the IFUW Board of Officers through its representatives to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to encourage the establishment of fora in which creative artists and scientists, cognizant of the effects of global warming, co-operate to present to the general populace works of the imagination, comprehensible and persuasive of the urgency of global warming; and

2. to recommend to NFAs that they support such programmes and events in their own countries.

Plan of Action

1. IFUW to monitor, through its UNESCO representation, the programmes of international festivals for events which perform this function; influence organizing bodies to include such events; support and publicize relevant literature, film and painting; 

2. IFUW to circulate to NFAs information about these, so that NFAs can give publicity to such programs; and 

3. IFUW to plan inclusion in future IFUW and regional conferences events of creative imagination that engage the science of global warming.

INTERNAL RESOLUTIONS

11) CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND IFUW MEMBERSHIP

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

to recommend to national federations and associations (NFAs) that, as a general principle, they should endeavour to attract all women, regardless of ethnic background, religious belief or political persuasion, to NFA meetings, conferences and social activities at local, regional and national levels. 

Plan of Action

The motion itself constitutes a plan to act on the second bullet point of Article 1 of the IFUW Constitution.  The means by which it is carried out will depend very much on the circumstances of each NFA.

12) WORKING GROUP ON THE GIRL CHILD

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves

that the IFUW Board of Officers create an IFUW Working Group on the Girl Child to help national federations and associations (NFAs) 

1. to promote the signing and ratifying of the United Nations conventions and optional protocols dealing with the Girl Child in particular;

2. to advocate worldwide implementation of international treaties concerning the Girl Child;

3. to identify which UN States parties have not yet signed or ratified  the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); 

4. to encourage NFAs to urge their governments to give priority to signing and/or ratifying the above mentioned Conventions; 

5. to give the concerned NFAs the necessary advice for successful action; and,

6. to give NFAs regular interim reports. 

Plan of Action:

1. IFUW Board of Officers to appoint the ad hoc Working Group by 1 December 2007, which shall consist of 6 members with knowledge and experience related to the Girl Child, nominated by NFAs from each of following areas: Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, South America and Oceania;

2. Working Group to commence its task by 31 December 2007 and work throughout the 2007-2010 Triennium;

3. Board of Officers, together with the 6 members of the Group, to draw up Terms of Reference to include specific tasks for Group members and NFAs;

4. Working group to work exclusively by electronic means, preferably by email.  No meetings are planned and no financial remuneration can be proposed.

5. Interim reports to be provided to the NFAs through IFUW at least annually.

13) RESOLUTION ON DUES

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

that the rate of annual dues to IFUW payable in 2008, 2009 and 2010 remain unchanged at 18 Swiss francs per capita and that the capitation fees be calculated based on this rate and on the number of individual members, in accordance with the provisions of By-law 33.

14) PLACE AND DATES OF THE 31ST IFUW CONFERENCE

Proposed by the IFUW Board of Officers

The 29th IFUW Conference resolves:

to delegate to the Board of Officers the duty of deciding the time and place of the 31st Conference.

___________________

September 2007
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