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I found Women’s Worlds a comprehensive and stimulating conference, attended by
approximately 3.000 women and some men of all generations and disciplines from all over the
world. Under the slogan Equality is not a Utopia, the event focused on the fundamental problems
and issues affecting women’s lives under the general theme New Frontiers: advances and
challenges.

Conference Themes

There were 13 different themes:
empowerment and citizenship;
the challenges of feminisms and
political and legal action; new
displacements and migrations
and current profiles of spatial
and urban inequality; gender
violence and the struggle for
human rights; the presence of
women in education, science
and the communications media;
transversal application of the
gender focus to develop
knowledge and culture; the
impact of globalisation on
women’s economy, employ-
ment and lifestyle opportu-
nities; women’s health and the
situation of those who suffer
some form of disability; the recovery of their history and their prominence in recent events; their
participation in culture, art and creative pursuits; their role in all manner of activities and
professions, in short, women’s different worlds. Other cultural and artistic expressions included
exhibitions, musical performances, theatre, cinema and sporting events. It was hard to make
choices with so many activities occurring at the same time.

There were two sessions each morning and three to four in the afternoon. The conference kit
included a printed program which had many mistakes of timing and venue. Organisers tried hard
to manage this with notices and flyers but it was very frustrating to walk from one end of
university to the other, only to find the session cancelled, postponed, or having been held the day
before. We also had to quickly produce posters explaining different venues for our own session.
Also included in the kit was a simple certificate of attendance, which would be useful for
participants needing evidence of their attendance for their institutions and organisations.

Being self-funded I found the conference fee affordable (150 Euro) and IFUW was well
represented. Many local volunteers from Madrid-based NGOs assisted and clearly enjoyed being
involved in such a huge event. Students of international exchange programmes at Madrid
universities also participated.
I was hosted generously by María Luisa Maillard, President of the Madrid Association of
University Women and IFUW representatives were hosted at a grand dinner by members of the
Spanish Federation (pictured).


