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Introduction
In keeping with one of the key findings and recommendations from the IFUW 2008/2009 Programme Survey, the Status of Women Committee (SWC) is leading a consultation with the IFUW membership on issues that are important to members in developing IFUW themes appropriate for national and/or local programmes. The consultation aims to give National Federations and Associations (NFAs) and members a chance to have input in programme planning.

The consultation is the first step in preparing a summary of NFA and Membership suggestions for the next Programme for Action (PfA).  It will be followed by email discussions and plenary sessions at the 30th IFUW Triennial Conference in Mexico City that will also take into account the outcomes from relevant Conference sessions including the Interdisciplinary Seminars and Workshops.

Questions
Members and NFAs are invited to respond to the following open-ended questions:
1. What issues/subjects/areas of concern are, according to you or your NFA, important and should be addressed?  Please limit your suggestions to a maximum of 3. (Examples of issues: Education for Sustainable Development; Women’s Financial Independence; Women’s Leadership Programmes; Access to and Affordability of Quality Education; Career Advancement) 

2. Please explain why you or your NFA think these issues/subjects/concerns are important.
Are some of the issues/subjects/concerns more important than others? 
Please indicate which of them are more important/urgent.

3. Suggest how you or your NFA believes these issues/subjects/concerns should be addressed. Could you give some suggestions for action?


Background material
To help you focus you may wish to start by thinking about:
· The IFUW Mission (http://www.ifuw.org/ifuw/)  
· The IFUW Priorities (http://www.ifuw.org/priorities/) 
· The 2007-2010 Programme for Action (http://www.ifuw.org/programme/)
· The Conference Themes for the 2010 Mexico Conference (http://www.ifuw.org/meetings/2010.shtml)
· The recent IFUW Programme Survey also refers to programme suggestions that are of current importance to members. References can be found on Page 22 of the Survey responses at http://www.ifuw.org/docs/2009-survey-analysis.pdf
Consultation Guidelines

NFAs are urged to make this consultation as widely available to the membership as possible.  It is suggested that you might hold meetings where the issues can be translated and discussed in your Mother tongue and responses gathered and returned to IFUW.
It is also suggested that you may want to consult with your local University/ies and/or other relevant organizations about issues/subjects that could be addressed by your NFA alone or collaboratively.

Replies are due on 27 June 2009.  Respondents should include their name, NFA, position in the NFA if appropriate, and email address.  Replies may be submitted to IFUW by:

·  Email to consultation@ifuw.org, with replies either in the body of the email or as a Word attachment.
· Completing the online form available at: http://www.ifuw.org/consultation/phase1.shtml. 
· Fax to (+41 22) 738 04 40.
Contact information

· For questions on substantive matters, please contact Dorothy Meyer, SWC Convener: dfmeyer@xtra.co.nz .

· For technical questions, please contact Anamaria Vere, IFUW Staff: anamaria.vere@ifuw.org .
International Federation of University Women / Fédération Internationale des Femmes Diplômées des Universités
10, rue du Lac, CH-1207 Geneva, Switzerland   Tel: (+41 22) 731 23 80   Fax: (+41 22) 738 04 40  ifuw@ifuw.org  www.ifuw.org

